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About

Involvement

Twin Cities Dev. Guild | TwinCitiesDevelopersGuild.com
Twin Cities GiveCamp | TwinCitiesGiveCamp.org

Twin Cities Pragmatic Beer | TwinCitiesPragmaticBeer.com



Assumptions

You are Familiar with ASP.NET MVC
(This is NOT An Intro to ASP.NET MVC)

Under the Hood (view) Stays The Same



The Format

Code First

Setup Second

More Code



Why Another View Engine?



Brief History

source

• Created by Louis 

DeJardin 

•Discussion on Phil 

Haacks Blog

• Topic: Code 

Based Repeaters

• <% … %> syntax 

is ugly

Spark was 

Born here

http://haacked.com/archive/2008/05/03/code-based-repeater-for-asp.net-mvc.aspx


Wants HTML Dominate the Flow
Clean

Rich Feature Set
Simple

Easy To Read
Easy To Test (Acceptance)



How is it clean and seamless?



MVC View Engine | Tag Soup

Picture Source: codinghorror.com

Example Row Coloring Output:



Spark View Engine | HTML Dominates

Note: You get FREE Variables in Loops
- pIndex, pCount, pIsFirst, pIsLast



Spark Basics

Settings web.config

View and layout files *.spark

Output expressions ${…}

Output html* !{…}

Inline code statements #...;

Conditional attributes foo=“bar?{…}”

* Needed when <pages automaticencoding=“true”/> 



Accessing Data
ViewData | Model



Accessing Data | ViewData

1. ViewData Dictionary 

2. Strongly Typed Property Accessor

Output:



Accessing Data | Models

Outputs:



Inline Code

Escape to C# with „#‟ operator

Outputs:



Inline Code Cont.

Outputs:



Demo
Accessing Data & Inline Code



Conditionals
If  |  Test  | Attributes



If / Else

Output



Test

Output



Attribute Conditionals

Output



Looping
each



Looping (for each)



Looping (output)



Demo
Conditionals & Looping



Setting up Spark 



The Bits

1. Binaries sparkviewengine.com
• Spark.dll + Spark.Web.Mvc.dll

2. Register Spark

• SparkEngineStarter.RegisterViewEngine();

Migrating from MVC to Spark
Optional: Rename .as?x to .spark 



File System

- ASP.NET MVC Application

- Add References



Registering Spark



Organizing Content
Content Locations & Partials 



Named Content Areas
•Extensibility Points in your Web App

•Application.spark -



Named Content Cont

•The View: 



Named Content Output

•The output HTML: 



Named Content - Once

•The “once” Attribute



Named Content - Once

•The “once” Attribute Output



Partials
•The “User Control” of Spark

•Located in /Views/Shared Folder

• Begin with “_” Example: _Menu.spark

• Accessed via element name in view. Example: 
<Menu  />

Better to be seen than to be explained.



Demo
Partials



There‟s More 
•Pre-Compilation 
•Acceptance Testing 
•Output Caching
•JavaScript View Result
•Pdf View Result (through iTextSharp)
•Modularity
•IronPython
•IronRuby
•Supports MonoRail
•Can be used as a General Templating Language
•Custom View Folders
•And much more … 

(Examples are in the samples that come with the dll‟s)
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Thank you

Resources

Spark | SparkViewEngine.com
Screen Casts | DimeCasts.net

Louis DeJardin | whereslou.com 


